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ficency in the trade when the police put an end to
his career by having him removed to a state institu-
tion. His ideal in those days was to become a
gangster, but bitter experience taught him that
Holland was too small and restricted a country to
offer any real prospects. He thought burgling a
dangerous occupation and took to coining instead,
until the gilt was off the gingerbread here too owing
to the devaluation. The undersigned is a Catholic
and, as only Catholic papers came into his father's
house, he got the impression that Red Spain had
now become the ideal country for plunder and
robbery. He therefore did not hesitate to join up
as a volunteer. To his amazement, however, he
landed in a training camp on the heath, where there
is nothing to pinch or steal, where on the contrary
he and his mates have to sweat for hours in the dust.
The undersigned entreats you, dear Sir, to believe
that nothing was further from his intentions. He
begs you therefore to consider his having taken
service as a mistake, and demands to be sent back
to Holland, failing which other measures will have
to be taken.

Yours respectfully,
P.C.

Naturally this request was immediately granted,
and it is probable that the writer of the letter is one